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closing years of the century, it is reissued. Finally, in
1922, a modern edition offers to the whole Society a new
expression of the spirit underlying its teaching and a practi-
cal guide for its studies in the widely scattered schools.
Before endeavouring to trace the evolution of the plan
of studies, however, we must consider briefly some of the
landmarks in the history of education in France during the
nineteenth century.1
In the early years the first Napoleonic regulation withdrew
all recognition from private secondary schools for boys,
except in the case of those, such as St. Acheul, which
included sufficient aspirants to the priesthood to justify the
claim to be called petits semnaires.
At the head of the new system, the Grandmaster exer-
cised universal control through 27 academies or university
centres; by 1813, 250 colleges communaks had been created
and 33 lycees, the former being provided and largely main-
tained by each commune, thelatter having thek site and build-
ings from the communes but being maintained by the State.
In 182 8, under the Restoration, a Ministry of Public Educa-
tion was created, its president being also Grandmaster of
the university, which thus became a State department.
It was only in 1833 2 that every commune was obliged to
provide free, compulsory schooling for boys.
In 1850 the State monopoly was abolished in matters
educational, and La Lot Falloux came to reward the efforts
of the Catholic Party led by such men as Lacordaire and
Montalembert. A period of expansion followed with the
wide increase of the number of State and private schools-
Then was inaugurated an age of greater religious liberty,
but an age also of minute and bewildering scholastic
1 See Comparative Efaeatm, Sandeford, pp. 289-90.
* Ibid, p. 313-